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January 1952

Volume 2

No. 1

Dear Brother:

For several months these random, occasional jottings have not appeared. 1 must confess that I have not
been overwhelmed by a tremendous popular demand for their regular appearance. On the other hand, there
is occasionally the overpowering urge to talk to a few of the brethren, especially at this blessed season in our
ministerial life. 1 hope you will not consider these few lines an intrusive and unwelcome visitor.
«

¥

«

Trying to visualize the spirit and attitude of our clergy in these days is somewhat difficult. I imagine that
the world situation lies heavy upon your soul. Any faithful pastor must feel the dragging weight of tragedy
as life proceeds these days. Korea drags on, and your boys are leaving the congregation quite regularly. In
the field of morals you are seeing the inevitable backwash of the years of hate and war, the loosening of the
foundations of the structure of our civilization, our morality fuzzy and frowzy at the edges.
Only a few months ago I read TlME's description of the younger generation. In chapel the next morning
I told our student body that if TlME's evaluation is true we are in worse shape than many of us had sus
pected. TIME reported that by and large the younger generation worships only security and has no sure faith
in anything. It is muddling along with a peculiar mixture of fatalism and small hope. Of comrse, I must con
fess that my own experience with the generation now in their twenties indicates that TlME's report was built
too much around the large cities, especially east of the Alleghenies. A young woman trying to make her way
in the world bounded by Broadway, 42nd Street and Fifth Avenue is hardly typical of what is going on in the
minds of young people throughout our great land, and particularly also in our own church. On the other hand,
one must admit that there was sufficient truth in TlME's report to warrant some careful examination of much
of our educational work both within the parish and beyond its borders. I am wondering just how your young
people's work is getting along these days. Some of our reports are very disquieting, and I know that many of
our brethren are deeply disturbed over our apparent inability to create a program which will appeal to the
generation that is climbing the slopes immediately behind us. If you should have anything to report on this
particular question which I can convey to others who are in charge of this work, 1 shall be happy to hear
from you.
«

«

»

Talking about world conditions I am reminded that you may be interested in a little book which I read a

few days ago. It is Stringfellow Barr's pamphlet "LET'S JOIN THE HUMAN RACE." It sells for only 25 cents,
and 1 am sure that it is easily available for most of us. Mr. Barr's thesis is that we are now compelled to think
in global and planetary terms because of the ultimate realties of the world situation as it confronts us. Like
almost all books on the subject these days the statement of the problem is excellent. The solution however is
not clear. By the way, that generalization can be extended quite far. We have arrived at a point in our world
in which many leading men and women recognize the nature of the problem before us. They do not, however,
wish to take the last step and point to the fact that the solution lies only in faith in Jesus Christ our Lord and
Savior. Until they take that second step, many of the things which are written these troubled days will be
thoroughly unsatisfactory.

I think you will be interested in the following section from Mr. Barr's little pamphlet. It will also serve
as good background material for a sermon on a Mission Festival Sunday.
"I believe there is a trick by which we Americans can understand these two billion men, women, and children scattered all over

the globe. Will the reader play "Let's pretend" with me, the way children do? Let's pretend that you have not yet been born but
will be born this year, somewhere on the planet, somewhere in this Mighty Neighborhood. And let's try to estimate your chances
of living a happy, healthy, decent, and useful life.

"If you are born this year, then on the same day more than 200,000 other babies will be born, all over the world.
"You will have less than one chance in twenty of being born in the United States. Your chances of being born in the Soviet Union
will be not much better. These countries may be heavily armed, but most people just don't live in them.

"You will probably be colored. Remember that you and the 200,000 other squawking brats who will be the day's baby crop are
going to be born all over the planet and that there are just not many openings in the places where the white race lives. You must
take your chances with the other babies. And the chances are, you will be colored — colored black, or colored brown, or colored
yellow.

"Your chances of being born white this year are not more than one in three.

Your chances of being Chinese are one in four; of

being born in India, better than one in nine.

"If you are born colored, you will probably be born either among people who have recently revolted and thrown out the white folks

who used to govern them or else in a country that is still trying to throw the white folks out. If you are born in Africa, you are
likely to learn the maxim:

'Never trust a white man.'

"You have only about one chance in four of being bom a Christian. It is far more likely that you will be born a Confucian or a Bud
dhist, a Mohammedan or a Taoist."

There you have it. The task of the Church is clear and breathlessly tremendous.

Once more we are a

clear minority, face to face, closer each year, with a pagan majority. The Church has seen nothing like this
for nineteen hundred years.

